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Echols County Board of Commissioners’ Workshop Summaary
January 15, 2026 – 6:45 PM
Call to Order:
At 6:00 PM, Chairman Justin Staten called the January 15, 2026 Workshop Board Meeting to order. The invocation and Pledge of Allegiance followed.
Discussion Items:
1. Water System:
The Commissioners discussed several aspects of the county water system, including fees, late fees, connection fees, returned check bank fees, and issues with tampering of the water system.
It was also discussed that signs will be placed behind the Volunteer Fire Department (VFD) and throughout the county warning that tampering with the water system is a felony offense.
2. Echols County Historical Society:
The Historical Society requested a reduction in rates or waiver of water fees, noting that they only meet once per quarter and have the water turned off during off periods.
3. Animal Control:
The Commission discussed the current status of Animal Control and the possibility of authorizing Animal Control officers to issue summons. The county has reached out to the attorney’s office to determine the legality of implementing this authority on a short-term basis.
4. Nuisance and Code Enforcement / County Ordinances:
Discussion was held regarding nuisance enforcement, code enforcement, and updating the county’s ordinances. The county will begin reviewing and revising ordinances to ensure they are current.
5. Meeting Decorum and Rules of Order:
The Commission discussed the importance of maintaining decorum during meetings and agreed to follow Robert’s Rules of Order moving forward to ensure meetings are conducted more professionally.
6. Lawn Care Contract:
The lawn care contract, previously discussed, was awarded to Southern Acre Lawn Care per the prior meeting’s decision.
7. Public Participation:
Several constituents attended the meeting and voiced concerns regarding the discussed topics, including zoning issues.
8. Community and Recreation:
Commissioner Mitchell Church announced plans to explore the creation of an app that would allow families to register children and pay dues electronically.
9. Donations:
A generous donation of $5,000.00 was made toward county Christmas decorations for the 2026 holiday season.
Adjournment:
At 7:45 PM, Chairman Justin Staten adjourned the meeting.
Attendees: Chairman Justin Staten, Commissioner Bobbi Pohlman Rodgers, Commissioner Bobby Walker , Commissioner Kenneth Ray Petty, County Manager Alan  Levesque, County Clerk Shona Carter, Tyler Carter, Ricky Zeigler, Lacey Carter, Buddy Vann, Katie Vann, Dan Davis, Travis Dees, Author Henderson. And Few others names that was ineligible,
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