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ECHOLS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Regular Meeting Minutes
Date: April 2, 2026
Location:
Echols County Courthouse 110 Hwy 94 E
Statenville, GA 31648


Regular Session
At 7:00 PM, Chairman Justin Staten called the meeting to order. The invocation was given, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.


Approval of Agenda
A motion was made by Commissioner Kenneth Petty and seconded by Commissioner Bobbi Pohlman Rodgers to approve the agenda. The motion carried by a vote of 3/0.


Approval of Previous Minutes
March 5, 2026 Regular Meeting Minutes were approved upon motion by Commissioner Bobbi Pohlman Rodgers, seconded by Commissioner Kenneth Petty, passing 3/0.	•

The March 19, 2026 Workshop Meeting Minutes were approved upon motion by Commissioner Kenneth Petty, seconded by Commissioner Bobbi Pohlman Rodgers, passing 3/0.


Public Comments
Mrs. Crystal Simpson addressed the Commission regarding cemetery plots at the Statenville Cemetery. She requested assistance in locating burial plot information for a family member. The Board directed staff to research the matter and evaluate future cemetery space needs within Echols County.
Mr. Dan Davis addressed the Commission regarding county ordinances and code enforcement, expressing concerns regarding areas within the County that may benefit from stronger enforcement of local regulations.


Consent Agenda
Resolution 2026-01: Resolution to Amend the Community Work Program for the Echols County Comprehensive Plan 2025-2030.
Resolution 2026-02: Resolution Authorizing Pre-Approved TIA Agreements for Road Surfacing Projects on J. Frank Culpepper Road and Bethel Church Road.
A motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Commissioner Kenneth Petty and seconded by Commissioner Bobbi Pohlman Rodgers. The motion carried by a vote of 3/0.


Old Business
Resolution 2026-03: Road Department Equipment Purchase (Flex Wing Mower)

Staff reported that six competitive quotes were received. The lowest responsive and responsible bidder was Farmers Tractor Company in the amount of $25,800.

A motion to approve Resolution 2026-03 was made by Commissioner Bobbi Pohlman Rodgers and seconded by Commissioner Kenneth Petty. The motion carried by a vote of 3/0.


New Business

Resolution 2026-04: Elections Budget Amendment

This item requested an increase of $30,069 to fund a full-time Elections Department employee. No motion was made; therefore, the item failed for lack of a second.

A motion was then made by Commissioner Kenneth Petty to table the item. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bobbi Pohlman Rodgers and carried out by a vote of3/0.


Ordinance 2026-05: Water Ordinance-Public Water System Connection and Use

This ordinance establishes requirements for connection to the public water system where available, regulates private wells, prohibits unauthorized connections, and protects County water infrastructure.

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2026-05 was made by Commissioner Kenneth Petty and seconded by Commissioner Bobbi Pohlman Rodgers. The motion carried by a vote of 3/0.


Resolution 2026-06: Water Enterprise Fund Financial Management and Reserve Policy

This item establishes financial controls for the Water Enterprise Fund, including revenue restrictions, reserve requirements, and long-term infrastructure planning.

This item was tabled by a vote of 3/0.



Resolution 2026-07: Water Utility Rate Authority and Fee Schedule

This resolution authorizes the establishment of water rates, fees, billing procedures, and enforcement mechanisms for the County water system.

A motion to adopt Resolution 2026-07 was made by Commissioner Kenneth Petty and seconded by Commissioner Bobbi Pohlman Rodgers. The motion carried by a vote of 3/0.


Ordinance 2026-08: Purchasing and Procurement Ordinance Amendment

This ordinance updates County purchasing procedures, bid requirements, approval thresholds, and procurement transparency standards.

A motion to adopt Ordinance 2026-08 was made by Commissioner Bobbi Pohlman Rodgers and seconded by Commissioner Kenneth Petty. The motion carried by a vote of 3/0.


Resolution 2026-09: Bulk Water and Hydrant Use Policy

This resolution establishes permitting, tracking, billing, and enforcement requirements for bulk water users and hydrant access to protect County infrastructure.

A motion to adopt Resolution 2026-09 was made by Commissioner Kenneth Petty and seconded by Commissioner Bobbi Pohlman Rodgers. The motion carried by a vote of 3/0.


Announcements
There were no announcements.



Executive Session
No executive session was held.



Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 PM upon a motion by Commissioner Kenneth Petty, seconded by Commissioner Bobbi Pohlman Rodgers. The motion carried by a vote of 3/0.


Attendees
Chairman Justin Staten, Commissioner Kenneth Petty, and Commissioner Bobbi Pohlman Rodgers were present. Staff included Judge Carl Rodgers, Sheriff Randy Courson, County Manager Alan Levesque, County Clerk Shona Carter, and Elections Chairman Jimmy Tucker.

Public attendees included Jessee Bennett, Dan and Charlene Davis, Kevin and Crystal Simpson, Jamie and Chuck Jones, Jed and Edith Williamson, and additional individuals whose names were not fully legible.




CERTIFICATION & SIGNATURES
These minutes were approved on the 7th of May ,2026 




IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned certify that the foregoing is a true and correct record of the Echols County Board of Commissioners meeting.

Shona Carter, County Clerk
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