Public Works Equipment Operator I

Echols County, Georgia
Department: Road Department / Public Works
FLSA Status: Non-Exempt
Reports To: Road Superintendent
Work Location: 110 General Deloach Road, Statenville, GA
Employment Status: Full-Time
Pay: Based on experience and qualifications

1. Position Summary
The Public Works Equipment Operator I performs manual, semi-skilled, and equipment-based work supporting the maintenance, repair, and construction of county roads, bridges, drainage systems, and rights-of-way. Duties include operation of light-to-heavy equipment, roadway maintenance activities, storm response, and general labor under the supervision of the Road Superintendent. 

2. Essential Functions
The following duties are representative of the position and are not intended to be all-inclusive:
· Assists with road maintenance including pothole patching, grading, ditch clearing, and culvert repair.
· Performs manual labor such as shoveling, raking, brush cutting, and placement of traffic control devices.
· Operates light and medium equipment including tractors, mowers, chainsaws, and power tools.
· Operates or assists with heavy equipment as assigned.
· Supports storm preparation, debris removal, and emergency roadway clearance.
· Conducts routine inspection of vehicles, tools, and equipment and reports deficiencies.
· Maintains compliance with all required safety practices and properly uses personal protective equipment (PPE).
· Complies with applicable federal, state, and county safety regulations, including OSHA, DOT, and Georgia DOT work-zone safety requirements.
· Responds to after-hours call-outs, disaster response, and emergency road operations during severe weather or declared emergencies.
· Completes daily work logs, maintenance records, and other required documentation.
· Performs other related duties as assigned. 

3. Minimum Qualifications
· High school diploma or equivalent preferred.
· Experience in road maintenance, construction, or equipment operation preferred.
· Valid Georgia Class B Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) required at time of hire and must be maintained throughout employment; required endorsements may include air brakes or tanker depending on assignment.
· Acceptable Motor Vehicle Record (MVR) required.
· Successful completion of a pre-employment drug screen and physical examination. 

4. Knowledge, Skills, and Abilities
· Ability to safely operate road maintenance and construction equipment.
· Knowledge of roadway maintenance methods, work-zone safety, and equipment operation.
· Ability to follow written and verbal instructions and work independently or as part of a team.
· Mechanical aptitude sufficient to recognize and report equipment issues.
· Ability to perform strenuous outdoor labor in varying environmental conditions. 

5. Physical Demands and Work Environment
Physical Requirements
· Ability to lift and carry approximately 50–75 pounds.
· Ability to climb in and out of equipment, operate machinery controls, bend, stoop, stand, and walk for extended periods, with or without reasonable accommodation.
Work Environment
· Outdoor work with exposure to heat, cold, noise, dust, and inclement weather.
· May require overtime, weekend work, and emergency response hours. 
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6. Conditions of Employment
· Must maintain required CDL and acceptable driving record throughout employment.
· Must comply with all county safety policies and operational procedures.
· Must successfully complete any required training or probationary period established by the county.

7. Equal Opportunity Employer Statement
Echols County is an Equal Opportunity Employer and considers applicants without regard to race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, disability, or any other legally protected status. 
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8. Application Process
Submit a completed county application and resume to:
Echols County Board of Commissioners
110 General Deloach Road
Statenville, Georgia 31648
Email: ecboc@yahoo.com 
