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October  2, 2025  Regular Monthly Meeting of the Echols County Board of Commissioners 

Commissioners’ Workshop (6:45 PM):

Chairman Kenneth Petty officially opened the Board of Commissioners workshop on October 2,2025,  Followed by the invocation and pledge of allegiance.
Mrs. Sandra Giddens addressed the commission and the constitutes on the procedures of the food drive that takes place on the third Thursday of the month. Mrs. Giddens expressed thanks to all the volunteers that have come down to help make this  monthly event a success. 
Sheriff Randy Courson addressed the commission about the courthouse repairs that are in process and asked if we could please try to have completed by Monday as they will hold court. Sheriff Courson advised he was in receipt of a destruction order for the numerous firearms collected over the past few years. Sheriff Courson is requesting that proceeds of the sale of firearms go into their department’s funds. Sheriff Courson also addressed the generator down at the community center not being strong enough to run the air and was just asking if maybe we can relocate the generator that is there and replace it with a generator that would run the whole center in case of emergency.
Mr. Jimmy Tucker addressed the commission about voting districts. Mr. Tucker also requested consideration of a new office building for the Elections office. This would help from having to move the machines as well as security during the elections for the county. 
(6:55 PM)  Chairman Kenneth Petty requested a motion to close the workshop portion of the October 2, 2025, board meeting. Vice-Chairman Bobbi Pohlman Rodgers made motion. Commissioner Stanley Corbett seconded. Motion carried 5/0.  
Commissioners  Meeting (7:45 PM)
Chairman Kenneth Petty called the business meeting portion of the October 2, 2025, board meeting to order.
Chairman Kenneth Petty requested a motion to approve the agenda of the October 2,2025 board meeting. Commissioner Bobby Walker made motion. Vice-Chairman Bobbi Pohlman Rodgers seconded. Motion carried 5/0.
Chairman Kenneth Petty Requested a motion to approve the minutes of the September 4, 2025, board meeting. Vice Chairman-Bobbi Pohlman Rodgers made motion. Commissioner Justin Staten seconded. Motion Carried 5/0.  
Old Business
Chairman Kenneth Petty requested a motion to approve the HB 223 Trees Act. This legislation allows local governments to forgive the timber tax collections for Q4 of 2024 and all of 2025 by passing a resolution. Commissioner Stanley Corbett made motion. Commissioner Bobby Walker Seconded. Motion carried 4/1. Bobbi Pohlman Rodgers abstained .
New Business 
Chairman Kenneth Petty requested a motion to approve the policy for  Volunteer Fire Department Stipend Policy.  This policy establishes the framework for providing limited stipends and nominal fees to members of the Echols County Volunteer Fire Department (VFD). Commissioner Stanley Corbett made motion. Commissioner Justin Staten seconded. Motion carried 5/0.
Chairman Kenneth Petty requested a motion to approve the  Surplus County Vehicles as Trade-ins towards the purchase of a dump truck. Commissioner Justin Staten made motion. Vice-Chairman Bobbi Pohlman Rodgers. Motion carried 5/0.
Chairman Kenneth Petty requested a motion to approve the General Services Agreement for engineering services by Watkins & Associates (W&A). Commissioner Bobby Walker made motion. Commissioner Jsutin Staten seconded. Motion carried 5/0.
Chairman Kenneth Petty requested a motion to adopt the FY 2026 Budget. Commissioner Bobby Walker made motion. Commissioner Justin Staten seconded. Motion carried 5/0.
Chairman Kenneth Petty requested a motion to approve the resolution requesting the General Assembly to Amend HB 1601, removing commissioner districts. Commissioner Justin Staten made motion, Commissioner Bobby Walker seconded. Motion carried 4/1. Commissioner Stanley Corbett  dissenting.
Announcements:
Echols County Truck or Treat will be held on Friday October 31st at 6pm at the Pavillion.
No executive session was needed at this time.
(7:46 PM) Chairman Kenneth Petty requested a motion to adjourn the October 2 ,2025, Board Meeting. Commissioner Bobby Walker made motion. Commissioner Stanley Corbett seconded. Motion carried 5/0.
Attendees: Chairman Kenneth Petty, Vice-Chairman Bobbi Pohlman Rodgers, Commissioner Justin Staten, Commissioner Bobby Walker, Commissioner Stanley Corbett, County Manager Alan Levesque, County Clerk Shona Carter, Sheriff Randy Courson, Probate judge Carl Rodgers, Charlene Davis, Evelyn Howell, Tyler Carter, Larry Fender, Chris Vann, Katie Vann, Tracey Green, Sandra Gidddens Angie Corbett, Jimmy Tucker, Jackie Carter, Anthony Everette, and others whose names are illegible.
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